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On The LIGHTER Side

And Now A Letter From Your Editor
Richard Weinstein

By the time you 
receive the May 2014 
issue of the OTLS 
Newsletter, it will be 
less than one month 
until the convention.  
If you are still thinking of coming and have not 
made your reservations, please do so as soon as 
possible since room availability may get tight and the 
special convention room rates may only be available 
for a limited time. If you have already made your 
reservations, we look forward to seeing you all. 

For those of you who are Zippo 
collectors, a welcomed surprise will be the 
new Zippo Store located in the Luxor hotel.  
More about this follows in this newsletter.  

Enclosed in this newsletter, you will find an 
important questionnaire.  Whether you are attending 
the convention or not, please take a few moments to 
respond.  It is important to the future of this club.  A lack 
of response will be all telling and we hope you can take 
this short survey which will take less than 3 minutes.  

I will keep this editorial short as we have 
many fine articles and that is what the newsletter is 
for.  Education about lighters is an important part 
of this club and we hope you enjoy reading them.

Convention Lighters

	 We are pleased to announce our Convention 
Lighter for the 28th Annual Convention.  
 
This year’s lighter will be on a Black Ice Zippo. 
The colors are: On the lid – logo is black & white, 
with red flame. On The Lighter Side is in white and 
International Lighter Collectors in red.  The words 
on the bottom half are in white.  The cards have red 
hearts, and black OTLS on each card.  Also our logo 
on the Joker.
 

For those of you who 
use the internet, please see a 
color photo on the front page 
of our website www.OTLS.
com

The cost will be $37 
each, plus $2.95 postage 
(U.S. & Canada).  Overseas 
members please add $3.00 
for additional postage.

ONLY 65 OF THESE LIGHTERS HAVE 
BEEN ORDERED. ANY MEMBER MAY 
ORDER 1 OF THESE LIGHTERS. IF THERE 
ARE ANY LEFT AFTER THE FIRST ORDERS 
HAVE BEEN FILLED, YOU CAN ORDER 
MORE.

Since this is a limited run of lighters, order yours 
now!  

You may recall there was a contest to design 
this year’s lighter.  We are pleased to announce 
the winner is Vlad Radic, who is a new member to 

Continued on Page 2
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Chairman’s Message
 For the last several newsletters, I have spent 

a great deal of time detailing the Board’s plans for 
the future of this club.  But, plans are nowhere near 
reality and you can never rely on one plan.  There 
is Plan “B”, Plan “C” and so on.  When we plan, 
we are optimistic and often make bold predictions 
but later may be disheartened.  From what I see of 

our growing Facebook presence and the convention 
registrations from new members, my optimism 
is buoyed.  If our discussions regarding a merger 
bear fruit, so much the better.  Your Board will 
continue working to nudge our plans into reality.

When we envision the future, we often seek 
guidance from the past and the lessons we can glean 
from it.  But sometimes we spend too much time 
bemoaning the way life was and not how it is.  Two 
seminal events in our recent history did change our 
collecting landscape in major ways - - the birth of 
Ebay and the heightened security after 9/11.  But the 
one constant is that our world always evolves in all 
areas be it technology, the environment, our food and 
lifestyles.  And unforeseen events will shape the future.  
In the main, companies and products evolve as well 
and they have a lifecycle.  Their remnants become 
our collectibles. And, as we have seen, the future is 
replete with surprises that impact our collecting world.

My message today is not about the future or the 
past.  It is about living in the present.  It may seem 
odd, but a quote by William Faulkner is apropos. 
“The past is never dead.  It is not even past.”  In 
my interpretation as it relates to our hobby, the 
past is all around us at home.  It lives on in display 
cabinets, on desks, in boxes and drawers.  Our 
lighters are a physical connection to the past that 
we hold in our hands to enjoy and to cherish today.  
We can remove the dust of the past or leave it on.  
So, please revisit your treasures and the stories 
that surround their acquisition.  Whatever the 
future holds for our club and hobby is meant to be.

Included in this issue is a survey regarding 
a possible merger of OTLS and PLPG.  Please 
take the time to complete it and return.  We 
desperately seek your feedback and comments.

Golfers, I will be emailing more details 
shortly.  Never fear (but bring plenty of balls).

 Don’t delay in ordering your convention lighter 
quickly.  With a very limited run, they are certain 
to sell out.  If you have not yet registered for the 
convention, it is never too late.  I am eager to see 
you next month at the Tuscany Suites and Casino.

 Guy Nishida

Continued from Page 1

Convention Lighters
OTLS.  Congratulations to Vlad!  Also thanks to 
Robin Pavone, of Zippo, for her help with our orders.  
And of course, thanks to the Art Dept. at Zippo for 
their final work on this lighter.

IN ADDITION TO THE REGULAR 
CONVENTION LIGHTERS, WE HAVE 
ORDERED 4 STERLING LIMITED EDITION 
LIGHTERS.  THESE 4 ARE THE 1941 MODEL, 
SATIN FINISH.

 
THE SAME PICTURE IS ON THESE 

LIGHTERS (YOU MAY RECALL THERE IS 
NO COLOR ON ANY STERLING LIGHTER).  
EACH LIGHTER IS ALSO NUMBERED ON 
THE BACK “1 OF 4”, “2 OF 4”, ETC.

 
We will auction some of these at the convention.  

Anyone not coming to the convention wanting to 
bid may send a bid to Judith Sanders at OTLS@
suddenlink.net

 
After the convention we will also have some Mail 

Auctions for any of these not sold at the Convention.
 
If you wish to pick up your lighter at the 

convention, please insert a note with your order.  For 
those of you not attending the convention, please 
order now.  Tom will ship the lighters after he returns 
home from the convention.  

 Make checks payable to:
 TOM JONES
 76 ALLEY LANE
 CLIMAX SPRINGS MO 65324
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Well, here we are and it is already May.  The 
June convention is just around the corner.  Start 
packing those lighters up and be prepared for 
a great time in Las Vegas.  I personally will be 
looking for airplane lighters and art deco figural 
(girl) striker lighters.  You know, the expensive 
ones!!!! I am looking forward to meeting everyone 
and perhaps sharing refreshment or two. This will 
be a fun time for all and hope to see you there.

As always, we could use your help with writing 
articles for the Newsletter.  It doesn’t have to be 
difficult, just send a photo of your favorite lighter 
and tell your fellow collectors why you like it.  

Our facebook page continues to grow at 
a respectable pace.  We announced the 2014 
convention lighter on May 1 and as of May 3 we 
have had 325 people view the announcement.  As 
for the convention we have 385 people who have 
viewed that announcement.  As of May 3, we have 
314 people who have liked our page.  March 1 
that number was 272 people and October 2013 it 
was 168.   The 314 breakdown is 25% female and 
75% male.  The largest age group is 35 to 44 years 
old.  Seventeen percent of the 314 are between the 
ages of 18 to 44.  What this means is that there is 
still a growing interest in our lighter collecting 
hobby.  The board is looking at ways to attract 
more membership from the facebook venture.  

If you are a facebook member, in the search bar 
on your page, search for OTLS Cigarette Lighter 
Collector Club, when it comes up hit the link and it 
will take you to our page.  Once there be sure to hit the 
“Like” button just below the cover photo at the top of 
the page on the right.  Also pick a photo you like and hit 
the “share” button just below and it will allow you to 
post the photo on your page or timeline or one of your 
facebook friends page.  This sharing is what increases 
our exposure.  If you are not on facebook you can 
Google OTLS Cigarette Lighter Collector Club and 
look for the result that says facebook, click the link 
and you can visit and view our page along with posts 
and photos.  I you have any comments, questions or 
suggestions on what we can do to improve the page, 
feel free to contact me at caymus99@sbcglobal.net

A Message from your President...
Art Brooks

What’s in a name? 
Chris Probett

 

What’s in a name? 
 
Over the years I have seen these 3 lighters listed for sale under many names:  e.g., Rocket lighter, 
Airplane lighter, torpedo lighter, Spaceship lighter, to name a few. 
 
I eventually found the one shown in the center of the picture with the original box and (moth eaten) 
instruction sheet; it was titled the V-3 Rocket Lighter.  It is operated by pushing down on the top wing. It 
is marked on the bottom, “Made in Occupied Japan”.   
 
The one shown top left of the picture is operated by pushing the two wings together. It is marked on the 
bottom, “Continental N.Y. Japan”.  Name unknown. 
 
The one shown in the bottom right of the picture is operated by rotating the front propeller. It is marked 
on the bottom, “Continental N.Y. Japan”. Name unknown. 
 
Note the clever use of many common parts used between the three lighters.  If other members have 
identified the two unnamed lighters, please let me know. 
 
Chris Probett, Chrisp3@san.rr.com 
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Over the years I have seen these 3 lighters listed 
for sale under many names:  e.g., Rocket lighter, 
Airplane lighter, torpedo lighter, Spaceship lighter, 
to   name  a few.

I eventually 
found the one 
shown in the center 
of the picture with 
the original box 
and (moth eaten) 
instruction sheet; it 
was titled the V-3 
Rocket Lighter.  
It is operated by 
pushing down on 

the top wing. It is marked on the bottom, “Made in 
Occupied Japan”.  

The one shown top left of the picture is operated 
by pushing the two wings together. It is marked on the 
bottom, “Continental N.Y. Japan”.  Name unknown.

The one shown in the bottom right of the picture is 
operated by rotating the front propeller. It is marked on 
the bottom, “Continental N.Y. Japan”. Name unknown.

Note the clever use of many common parts used 
between the three lighters.  If other members have 
identified   the   two   unnamed   lighters,   please   let   
me know.

Chris Probett, Chrisp3@san.rr.com
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ZIPPO OPENING ITS FIRST U.S. FULL-LINE 
RETAIL STORES IN LAS VEGAS

Zippo to sell full range of lighter products, apparel, 
fragrances and leather goods at 

Luxor Hotel & Casino and MGM Grand Hotel & Casino

BRADFORD, Pa., April 10, 2014 – Zippo, one of 
the world’s most-recognized brands, opened its first US-
based retail stores at one of the Las Vegas Strip’s most 
iconic destinations, the Luxor Hotel and Casino, in early 
May. A second store at the MGM Grand Hotel and Casino 
will open later this summer. 

After continuous success with their 14 concept store 
locations in China, Zippo is bringing the full retail concept 
to the United States. 

As part of the opening celebrations, the Zippo store at 
the Luxor will host a “Meet the Zippo Expert” event with 
special guest, Zippo Historian and Zippo/Case Museum 
Curator Linda Meabon, on Thursday, June 5 from 1 to 3 
p.m. and on Friday, June 6 from 10 a.m. to 12 pm. 

Her appearance coincides with  On the Lighter Side’s 
2014 Las Vegas convention. 

“This ‘Meet the Zippo Expert’ event is a great 
opportunity to share Zippo’s fascinating history with 
visitors to the exciting new Zippo store,” Meabon said.  
“And it will also be a pleasure to encourage store guests 
to attend the OTLS convention’s public  hours on Friday 
and Saturday.” 

The new stores are a joint project of Zippo, its 
distributor in the travel retail market, Sourcing Network 
International (SNI), Luxor and MGM Grand.  CITRA Inc., 
Zippo’s global Duty Free and Travel Retail representative, 
will be supervising this new endeavor.

“Casinos represent an untouched, yet promising 
retail medium for Zippo, especially considering that 
Zippo windproof lighters in the luck and gambling 
category are perennial best sellers,” said Mark Paup, 
Zippo Vice-president of Sales and Marketing. “Today, 
Zippo is more than lighters and has become a sought-after 
lifestyle brand. We are excited to work with these MGM 
properties and SNI to introduce a new array of products to 
a whole new audience.”   

The new Zippo stores in Las Vegas, NV, now 
open at the Luxor Hotel and Casino, and coming 
soon to the MGM Grand Hotel and Casino, are 
the first stores in US to sell a full range of Zippo 
products. They will have a similar look to the 
concept store shown here, located at the Zippo 
headquarters in Bradford, PA.

Continued on Page 8

Brett Shannon, Luxor Director of Retail Operations, 
said, “We are pleased to add Zippo to our collection of 
retail options at Luxor, and look forward to working with 
both Zippo and SNI as we open the first store of its kind.” 
The new facility will be staffed and managed by Luxor’s 
retail division. 

To help bring this iconic development to life, Zippo 
has partnered with (SNI), a distributor of high-value items 
to retail locations in casinos, airports, hotels, and other 
tourist destinations, to exclusively supply source Zippo 
product. Several of the products will be custom designs 
and exclusive to the new stores.  

“Zippo is a name that conjures images of Americana, 
and its products are set apart by their authenticity and 
utility,” explained SNI CEO Todd Cohen. “This brand 
is definitely a great fit for the casino demographic. Our 
plan is to introduce Zippo products to as many casinos as 
possible. ” 
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Introducing 

 
Collectible 

Bradford, PA, April 2014 –	 Limited	 to	 64	 pieces	 worldwide,	 and	 currently	
exclusively	 available	 to	 Zippo	 Collector	 Clubs,	 the	 Famous	 Zippo	 Clinic	
Collectible	is	destined	to	be	a	treasured	piece	of	Zippo	history.		

The	Famous	Zippo	Repair	Clinic	Collectible	has	been	designated	as	a	piece	
exclusively	 available	 to	 Zippo	Collector	Clubs	 for	 fundraising	 purposes,	 as	 a	
way	 of	 thanking	 the	 Zippo	 fans	 around	 the	world	 who	 ignite	 passion	 for	 the	
brand	and	its	proud	history.		

The	base	for	the	collectible	is	made	from	half	of	one	of	the	32	spindles	that	for	
many	years	decorated	the	long	window	of	the	Zippo	Repair	Clinic	when	it	was	
located	 on	 the	 first	 floor	 of	 the	 Barbour	 Street	 building,	 in	 Bradford,	
Pennsylvania.		

The	 3-foot-long	 spindles	 were	 placed	 in	 the	 windowsills	 of	 the	 repair	 clinic	
sometime	in	the	late	1940s	where	they	remained	for	over	30	years,	until	 they	
were	 removed	and	 stored	 during	 a	 remodeling.	 They	were	 rediscovered	and	
saved	from	the	trash	heap	during	a	2012	clean	out,	making	them	truly	a	hidden	
treasure.	The	 spindles	have	been	 carefully	 halved	and	a	 cherry	wood	 lighter	
display	box	and	booklet	storage	added	to	each	half.		

The	1941	Replica	lighter	pays	tribute	to	Zippo’s	formative	
years,	 during	 which	 the	 Repair	 Clinic	 gained	 a	 nation’s	

admiration	 for	 a	 promise	 kept.	 Zippo’s	 state-of-the-art	 color	 imaging	
process	 replicates	 the	 sign	 which	 hung	 over	 the	 repair	 clinic	 in	 its	 early	
years	 and	 is	 still	 displayed	 over	 the	 skilled	 technicians	 in	 the	 new	 repair	
clinic	at	the	Zippo/Case	Museum.		

The	 collectible	 also	 includes	 a	 20	 page	 full-color	 booklet	 containing	 rare	
photographs	and	an	insider’s	look	at	the	department	that	cemented	Zippo’s	
reputation	for	unmatched	customer	service.		

About Zippo

Zippo	markets	in	more	than	160	countries	and	is	one	of	the	most	recognized	brands	in	the	
world.	Based	in	Bradford,	PA,	Zippo	has	produced	over	475	million	windproof	lighters,	each	
backed	by	an	unparalleled	lifetime	guarantee.	Zippo’s	diverse	product	line	includes	lighter	
accessories;	butane	candle	lighters;	watches,	fragrance,	and	lifestyle	accessories	for	men;	and	
a	robust	line	of	heat	and	flame	products	for	outdoor	enthusiasts.		Zippo	also	owns	the	Ronson	
brand	of	lighters	and	fuel	and	W.R.	Case	and	Sons	Cutlery	Company,	both	based	in	Bradford,	
PA.	Zippo	celebrated	its	80th	anniversary	and	500	millionth	windproof	lighter	in	2012.	For	more	
information,	visit	Zippo.com.	

# # #
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My Latest Flame by George Gynes

There is Silver (and Gold) in them thar Hills!.

One of my absolute favorite sub-collection of 
lighters are the Sterling Silver creations. While most 
lighter makers have had available some Silver and to 
a lesser degree, Gold models, I have been extremely 
fond of the Zippo style Silver cases. These beauties 
can be found from the “Plain Jane” no frills cases to the 
extremely detailed carvings or adornment of Silver or 
Gold decorating them. For me, the more art the better. 
It is a true testament to the power of Zippo that these 
gems can be found made in all corners of the World.

For this article, I am featuring a few of them 
from my collection of hundreds. Just for fun, I 
have also included a genuine Zippo made case. 
(I will reveal the Zippo later.)The pictures include 
pieces made in Mexico, they are often found with 
Gold adornments, rounded bottom and 3 or 4 barrel 
hinges. They quite routinely feature a version of the 
Aztec Calendar. The Peruvian models often feature a 
Llama or a  Peruvian native playing the Zampoña. (A 
Peruvian wind instrument). A couple of the featured 
lighters are from El Salvador. I acquired them around 
30 Years ago when my company did some business 
down there and we had an office there that I had 
the opportunity to visit. They are the square cases 
with the two dimensional characters (similar to the 
Old Egyptian Art.) The lighter with the face is rather 
unusual. It was made by the Ye’kuanas. They are 
a Caribbean-speaking tropical rain forest tribe who 
live in the Caura River and Orinoco River regions of 
Venezuela in Bolivar State and Amazon State.  The 
Japanese models are easy to recognize. Generally, they 
are engraved on both sides. They can be found 925 or 
950 Silver and some have a Gold wash for an accent. 
I got a kick out of their Opium Den character model. 
Perhaps it was made for their Chinese population. 
The models from India often have their Map of 
India with some mini Rubies inserted to locate  their 
main cities. I found an interesting one, it was made 
to accommodate a Park Lighter Insert, and even the 
insert was made locally. (Note the ID number of the 
craftsman) I have also included one from Taiwan, 
(featuring the Symbol of the Taiwanese Royal 
Family) and a nice piece from Holland with a great 
detailed relief.  So now we come to the Zippo. Of 
course, most of you recognized it by its typical 

shape. It is the lighter with a Golden Horse’s head. 
But wait! I fibbed earlier, there are not one, but 
two Zippos included. The second one is the slim 
Lima. It is also a genuine Zippo. It is interesting 
how Zippo riveted the hinge to the lower case 
(Similar to the way they made the Aluminum Slim.)

Well, I could go on and on about the Silver 
lighters, but I need to take some time to go look 
for more of them (Please don’t tell my Wife).

Happy lighter hunting to all and see you in 
Vegas, George
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On April 4, 2010 as I sat 
next to my computer, wine 
glass in hand, I discovered an 
unusual looking lighter about 
to end on ebay.  Looking at the 
photo’s in the listing, I thought 
it was maybe something 
someone had hodged podged 
together from some sort of can 

The Kleen-Flo Lighter        by Art Brooks

PHIL POLITI

When Karen called to tell me Phil had passed away, 
I was devastated.  Phil & Karen have been my friends for 
a long time.  We used to get rooms close to each other at 
the Zippo shows so we could all hang together.

When Phil was diagnosed with incurable cancer, he 
said he wanted to be at home.  So Karen and different 
relatives took care of him at their home in Bethlehem PA.

I first met Phil & Karen at our Atlantic City show so 
many years ago.  Karen wasn’t sure she wanted to come, 
but Phil talked her into it.  And that was the beginning of 
a great friendship.

Their son, Michael and his wife, Jean, live close to 
Karen.  So they will be nearby to give her support.   Karen 
will continue collecting, along with her son to help.

Remember that Karen is our Social Secretary (and 
has been for years).  For any of you who have been ill, in 
the hospital, or had special events then you have probably 
gotten a card from Karen.  So now it is your turn to send 
her a card.  

Please keep this family in your prayers.

In Memory of a Friend

of something.  I liked the graphics on the can and another 
glass of wine and the Kleen-Flo was mine.  

As it turns out the Combustion Utilities Corporation 
was founded in Montreal Canada in 1939.  The company 
specialized in the treatment of fuel oil used for both 
household and industrial applications.  Liquid Kleen-Flo 
Fuel Oil Conditioner was the company’s first product 
which improves oil burner efficiency.  After several 
purchases of other companies Kleen-Flo evolved into a 
company of its own.  The product is still available today.

As it turns out, the lighter was not a hodge podge 
contraction but rather an advertising giveaway.  They 
used actual 4 ounce cans of the product and inserted 
the striker mechanism on the top and filled the can with 
cotton.  It would hold a very large amount of fluid!!! The 
lighter dates around 1959.. 

If you have any questions or comments feel free to 
contact me at caymus99@sbcglobal.net   

PS.  I think I over paid for it.  Moral of the story is 
don’t Drink and Ebay!!!!!

Continued on Page  10
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Zippo plans to feature the bulk of its expanding 
product line at the inaugural Luxor and MGM Grand retail 
stores, including windproof lighters and lighter products, 
apparel, bags, fragrances, and small leather goods. 

three stores planned to open in Las Vegas in the coming 
year. Product offerings destined for future casinos will 
vary by location. 

Continued from Page 4
Zippo Store Openings
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News From Around the World....

George Gordon has been in the hospital with some 
health issues but is home now and on the way to recovery. 

Dana Baumgartner was in the hospital but is home 
now and doing well.  

Tom Jones had a procedure but is now ready to come 
to the convention!
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An Erotic Lighter with Ties to the 1936 
Olympics?                              By Alice Hodges

My whole lighter collection contains exactly 
two erotic lighters.  One is a very nice example of 
the fairly common Evans caselighter with a blonde-
haired nude, and the other is the subject of this article.  
It’s not that I have anything against erotic lighters; 
it’s just that the really great ones generally go for big 
dollars, which takes them out of my price range.  But 
I did acquire one unusual one, by sheer, dumb luck.  
And since the Olympics are a recent event, I thought 
this might be the time to share it.

Made of brass  and originally silver plated 
(some plated areas still remain), the lighter measures 
2 inches high, 1-1/2 inches wide at its widest point, 
and ¼ of an inch thick.  The removable insert is a KW 
type, but it is not marked.  There is a handy notch 
near the top of the lighter for holding it securely 
when operating the striking mechanism.

One side of the lighter features a nude woman in 
a classic acrobat or ice skater pose, arms held straight 
out, standing on one eg with the other leg stretched 
out behind her.  The other side of the lighter features 
a clothed woman sitting in a most unladylike way, 
on what looks to me to be a toilet, but could also be 
an oddly-shaped chair.  Between her legs is a place 
where a small gem was originally set (a diamond, 
perhaps?).  An unusual  theme, to say the least!

I got an interesting surprise when I removed 
the insert and looked inside the body of the lighter.  
Engraved on one side of the inside is the word 
“OLYMPIADE”, and under  that, the date:  1936.  
Unfortunately, I was unable to get a photo of this 
because of the angle and the size of the opening.  
Possiblythe lighter was a special order for someone, 
made from some sort of brass object that was a 
memento of the 1936 Olympics (a tray or a cigarette 
case, or some other flat piece of brass, blank on 
one side, that culd be shaped into this lighter, and 
decorated as the purchaser ordered.  The word and 
the date ended up on the inside of the casing because 
the maker needed the blank side for decoration.  Or, 
perhaps the maker already had the brass item and 
figured no one would look inside to see that the body 
of the lighter was recycled from another object.

It would be interesting to see more unusual 
lighters of this genre from the collections of other 
club members.  So, if you have any to share, get them 
out, take some photos, and send them in.

In Memory of a Friend

JIM WALTERS

Peggy Walters called to tell me Jim suffered a 
massive heart attack and passed away.

Jim & Peggy have been to many con-ventions, so a 
lot of you know him.  He also was our Club Historian for 
several years.  

We will miss him, and hope to see Peggy again in 
the future.  She is dividing Jim’s collection between her 
children.

Right after she called me, she also called Len & 
Patricia Brunson.  The four of them were very close 
friends.  With Len’s permission, below are some of his 
thoughts.

From Len Brunson... 
It was Jim who got me interested in vintage 

lighters.  Patsy and I walked into an antiques shop in 
Houston...must have been around 1998...we found  this 
great display with such cool lighters...MIOJ bird 
lighters, pianos, etc...Dunhill Silent flames...Ronson 
touch-tips...
WW1 trench lighters...Patsy and I made such a commotion 
that the manager called Jim and he came down...we bought 
a ton of stuff from him which transformed my store.  And 
such a sweet guy...no ego...just passion.
 Then we met Peggy, a super person with a warm 
soul. We would see them at your shows from year to 
year...and once they took us to dinner near their home...a 
great time!
 We stayed in touch all these years, and Jim would 
call and say he had this or that great lighter and we would 
do business...always with a kindness that made it more 
than just a “business” transaction.   Beautiful people! 

And on a Happier Note
Congratulations to Guy and Kathleen Nishida who just 
celebrated their 40th Anniversary!

Continued from Page 7
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It isn’t often I find a lighter at my local flea markets 
interesting enough to add to the collection.  But recently, I 
came upon and almost passed up a lighter I would consid-
er a sleeper.  By that I mean that at first glance, it reminds 
one of many various and sundry German semi-automatics 
with a thumb wheel release and the concave corners.

I nearly passed on it but thought better of it because 
I didn’t recognize the markings on the bottom which were 
quite stylized.

After consulting my copy of Neues Uber Alte Feuer-
zeuge by Gunter W. Broesan and Alois Gastl, I discovered 
a reference to this lighter on page 145.  Although the book 
is in German, I am confident that the markings on the bot-
tom refer to the maker, Arthur Wiedmann.  The markings 
are actually an overlain “A” and “W”.  Gunter has a snip-
pet of the patent for this lighter - - 859.434 dated June 3, 
1940 issued to Wiedmann.

The roller bar is only a semi-circle, not a full roller 
bar.  Like many of the German releases, it springs back to 
its original position once the lighter has been activated.  
The most obvious feature that I find quite unique is how 
the filler caps are safeguarded from misplacement or drop-
ping.  These fluid caps are held in place by pressure wash-
ers.  But they are both dangling from tiny chains that are 
affixed to spring bars located in the fluid chamber.  You 
may also notice in the photo that the set screw holding 
the flint spring in place appears to be entering at an angle.  
That is no illusion.  The tube reaches the flint wheel at this 
angle as well. This creates a more even spark and reduces 
the chance that the flint will “lock-up” the flint wheel.  As 
this directs the spark fractionally higher towards the wick, 
the maker has also tilted the wick tube slightly towards the 
wheel so the sparks shower on more of the loose ends of 
the wick than just the nearest side.  Instead of falling on 
the wick predominantly on the tightly bound side where 
sparks of flint quite often only bounce off, many of the 
sparks reach the top of the wick where a flame is much 
more likely. Quite ingenious.   In comparison, Ronson did 
angle their flint tube but their wick was always standing 
straight and tall.  I assume the screws on either narrow 
side will release the fitment for repair or cleaning but hav-
ing created extra work for myself on more than one occa-
sion, I will forego investigating that assumption further.

The dimensions are 1 & 9/16 W x 1 & 11/16 H x 7/16 
D.  The pattern from and back on identical.

It is unknown how many sizes or versions were 
made.  The example in the book has a floral pattern while 
my specimen’s motif is definitely more deco influenced.

AW Lighter                              by Guy Nishida


