
March 15, 2014                    Vol. XXXI, No. 2

On The LIGHTER Side

And Now A Letter From Your Editor
Richard Weinstein

We are less than 
three months until 
convention time.  Las 
Vegas has always been 
a favorite location for 
our convention and 
hope many of you can 
include our show in your vacation plans.  

It is important to know that this will be the last 
newsletter to be sent out to those members who have 
not paid their 2014 dues.  If you have not paid yet 
and do enjoy receiving the newsletter and being a 
member of the club, please continue to support us by 
your sending in your OTLS dues.  Remember that 
you cannot attend the convention unless you are a 
paid member and will not have access to club lighters.  
This year’s club lighter is a real beauty so please do 
not miss the opportunity to own one.  There will be 
limited quantities available so only club members 
will have it available to them.

Now, it is my pleasure to let you all know that 
we have a new board member.  Art Brooks, who has 
been a great supporter of OTLS, has agreed to accept 
our request to join the board and he has graciously 
accepted.  Art has been working hard to get our 
Facebook page going and has provided you, our 
membership, with many fine articles on lighters.  We 
look forward to working with Art on the upcoming 
projects planned for OTLS.  

We have a winner in the contest for best 
convention lighter design and the winner is Vladan 
Radic.  We wish to congratulate him on a great job.  
You will be able to see the lighter which will be 
posted on the website shortly.  Keep checking the 
website for updates for this great design.  

Please make sure read the Chairman’s 
Continued on Page 2

Hello from your President
Art Brooks

In the January Newsletter I made a few 
observations about our club and what makes it great.  
Well, as you know, it is the members.  Without you, 
we would not be.  At the same time we need your 
participation in writing articles and sharing your 
knowledge.  I know that may seem difficult, but you 
can make it simple by just sending a few photos and 
saying what it is you like about a specific lighter.  
Bottom line is we need participation and help, as this 
is a volunteer club.  Right now we are not getting as 
much help as we would like.  Please step up to the 
plate and chip in with something as simple as photo’s 
of your favorite lighter.

Our facebook page in outpacing our membership 
growth.  As of March 9, we have 272 people who 
have liked our page.  That means, every entry onto 
the page goes to at minimum 272 people.  It was just 
October when we were at 168.  Again the breakdown 
is 26% female and 74% male.  The largest age group 
is 35 to 44 years old.  The board is looking at ways to 
attract more membership from the facebook venture.  

If you are a facebook member, in the search bar 
on your page, search for OTLS Cigarette Lighter 
Collector Club, when it comes up hit the link and it 
will take you to our page.  Once there be sure to hit 
the “Like” button just below the cover photo at the 
top of the page on the right.  Also pick a photo you 
like and hit the “share” button just below and it will 
allow you to post the photo on your page or timeline 
or one of your facebook friends page.  This sharing 
is what increases our exposure.  If you are not on 
facebook you can Google OTLS Cigarette Lighter 
Collector Club and look for the result that says 
facebook, click the link and you can visit and view 
our page along with posts and photos.  If you have 
any comments, questions or suggestions on what we 
can do to improve the page, feel free to contact me at 
caymus99@sbcglobal.net
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Message.  It is important to the survival of the club.  
PLEASE PAY ATTENTION TO THE 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE!

Before I end this editorial, I need to thank some 
members for their contributions above and beyond 
the regular dues.  Robin and Dana Baumgartner, Art 
and Jean Brooks, Len and Patricia Brunson, Bob Ad-
ams, Jim and Peggy Walters, and a special thanks to 
Jerry Bryant and his family for their contribution.

Word from Your Editor
Continued from Page 1

Chairman’s Message
Fellow members, it is time for a State Of The Club 

address including some harsh facts.
At one time, OTLS had over 900 members.  Near-

ly 10% attended the annual convention.  We were not 
very active in soliciting new members because the club 
was growing and it was a full-time duty simply to man-
age the club.  Today, we find our membership rapidly 
shrinking.  As we struggle to learn how to market and 
advertise the club, we also find the need for more value 
to entice and to retain new members.  The profile of 
our target audience has changed as well and we must 
discover what will attract them.  Based on the pace of 
incoming renewals, as of this writing we will have ap-
proximately 45 fewer members than this time last year.  
Over the last few years we have been losing members 
at a 15% annual rate.  This year will exceed that per-
centage many times over.  My guess is that when all 
the renewals are received, our roster will number in the 
low 100’s.  Despite these woeful figures, we know thru 
our Facebook hits and the number of Ebay lighter list-
ings that there are collectors throughout the world.  But 
we need to grab them.

The Board has offered many suggestions and 
aides to advertise our club.  Among them, we created 
a template for Ebay sellers so you could advertise the 
club by putting a note in the packages you send.  If 
you set-up at a flea market or have a mall space, we 
encouraged you to keep flyers handy.  We have asked 
that you include our hot link logo on your listings.  We 
have urged you to recruit new members you have met 
at flea markets or on-line.  There are lighter collectors 
unknown to us.  If each one could sign-up just one new 
member, we would be infinitely stronger. We have en-
couraged you to visit our Facebook site and post/com-
ment.  Meanwhile we toil to improve our website and 
Facebook offerings.

We have pleaded with you to participate in the 
activities, to contribute to the newsletter, to volunteer 
your time to help us strengthen and grow.  Unfortu-

nately, all this gentle prodding has borne little fruit.  
The dwindling membership is testament to that fact.  
We received an underwhelming total of one design for 
the club lighter.  As much as we have emphasized the 
importance of our outreach on the internet, no one has 
stepped forward to volunteer to take videos or photos 
for the upcoming convention. In truth, rather than gain-
ing assistance, we often toss away precious time in re-
minding members to simply pay their dues.  Time that 
could be spent building the club.

Fellow members, collectively, we are perishing be-
cause we fail to support the club and the hobby enough 
to keep our membership numbers healthy.  When there 
are no more lighter clubs, more misinformation, fraud, 
and misrepresentation will abound.  The few novice 
collectors will turn away from a hobby that they view 
as a minefield.  The contacts you have gained thru the 
club will stagnate and wither as time moves forward 
and there will be no central access to new collectors 
and new research.  If you cherish the idea of a forum of 
like-minded collectors where you can share your pas-
sion, ask questions, and learn more about lighters, it is 
imperative you stand-up and strong positive action.

Even today, the value of our collections diminish-
es daily as does the selling prices of the pieces we offer 
to the public.  You may label me a doomsday sooth-
sayer, but this is the inevitable conclusion I draw based 
on my perceptions today. I would rather use the time in 
my Chairman’s Message to research and write about a 
lighter find.  These gloomy predictions are quite dis-
tasteful. Believe me when I say that I know all you want 
to read in your newsletter are fun facts about lighters 
and all you want to see are cool photos of wonderful 
finds.  But that is dangerously close to ending if we do 
not stem the tide. Can the trends I see be reversed?

I segue to a related topic.  As many of you may 
know (particularly members of PLPG), Ron Eyerkuss 
broached the topic of merging the clubs in his last mes-
sage to his members.  Many of us are members of both 
clubs.  This current OTLS Board and prior iterations 
have met many times with Ron about how this merger 
could be accomplished.  Perhaps unbeknownst to you, 
some of us have traveled to past PLPG conventions at 
our own expense for the express purpose of furthering 
the dialogue.

The premise is obvious.  The membership in both 
our clubs is in a freefall.  A good percentage of the 
members in each of our clubs belong to both clubs.

While Ron lists some Pros as well as Cons, I 
see nothing but positives.  The benefits are manifold.  
Members would only have to pay one annual due.  

Continued on Page 10
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The Lost Sports Series Member?
            By Rob Giarretta

If you’re a Zippo Collector, then you’re probably very familiar with the two panel sports series that ran 
from 1959-1970. They’re among the most commonly seen, and desirable due to their large and colorful designs. 
All of the advertising and all of the books list six members of this series; the male bowler, the trout fisherman, 
the skier, the hunter, and the golfer. If you’re lucky, you were able to find the elusive two panel snowmobiler. 

This was my understanding for many years until I stumbled upon an odd lighter in terrible condition at 
the 2000 Zippo swap meet. It looked like it was a member of the two panel sports series, but I had never seen 
the design before. It depicted a boat on the lid, and a fishing line extending to a jumping sailfish on the body. 
I showed it around to some of the veteran collectors at the swap meet, but no one was familiar with it. It was 
date coded 1959, so given that it was made in the first year of the series and that it was found in Bradford, I was 
thinking it may have been a test run that didn’t make the cut.

For the next few years I kept my eye out for more of them. I saw one or two on eBay, and both were also 
dated 1959. I bought one of them, in significantly better condition than the first one. Considering I had still 
yet to see one from a year other than 1959, I was still leaning towards the lighter being a rejected sports series 
member. Then, about 4 years ago, I stumbled upon another one, except this one was mint in the box, and from 
1966. This blew a big hole in my theory. They were obviously significantly rarer than the other two panel sports 
series members, but why were they never included in any of the literature? Zippo didn’t have much to add, 
other than also suspecting that it was a test run that wasn’t picked up. Perhaps there was an attempt to revive the 
design again in the mid-1960’s? 

Whatever the story is, I have seen exactly 6 of them since I bought the first one back in 2000. 5 of them 
were from 1959, with the only MIB one I’ve seen being the one from 1966. I wish I could finish this with 
a definitive answer, but maybe someone reading this will be able to provide me with another piece of the 
puzzle. If anyone has any additional information, or has one of these in their collection, please let me know at 
Rob523@aol.com.  
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I suppose you could call me an accidental lighter 
collector.  I have always liked browsing through 
antique and thrift stores.  About nine or ten years ago, 
I was browsing with my antiquing friend and said, 
“If I was ever going to collect something, it would 
be smoking stuff, because it’s probably going the 
way of the dodo.  And a lot of it is really neat.”  For 
Christmas that year, I received a beautiful sterling 
cigarette case from my friend, and that was all she 
wrote, so, to speak, I was hooked.

When I look at my collection, which is largely 
lighters (I can’t collect it all, more’s the pity), what I 
see are moments in time, little pieces of history, little 
pieces of people’s lives.  Mostly, I have to concoct 
my own stories to go with my lighters.  By the time 
I get them, they have passed through so many hands 
that there is no hope of gathering any personal history 
on a specific lighter.

But every once in a while, I get really lucky, and 
acquire a great lighter and a great background story 
to go with it.  Case in point, this really nice WWII-
era lighter.  This lighter measures 2-1/8 inches hight, 
1 ¼ inches wide and 5/8 inches thick.  Beautifully 
made of brass, it features two aluminum support 
rods that run through from base to top (so there is no 
warping, even after nearly 70 years), a side –mounted 
flint wheel and a little handle on the tip of the snuffer 
cap so one’s hands don’t get sooty when raising and 
lowering the snuffer arm.  To complete the features, 
the snuffer arm is spring loaded and so nicely done 
that the arm is just as strong today as it was in 1945,.

Because the seller had included a little story 
about this lighter in the listing, I contacted him and 

Moments in Time             
                                               By Alice Hodges

asked if he had known the original owner, or if he 
was getting his story using the markings on the 
lighter.  His response gave me one of the best back 
stories I have on any of my lighters.

The seller found the lighter while in the 
process of cleaning out the old family farm house.  
The Ervin, whose name is engraved on the lighter, 
was the father of the seller’s brother-in-law.  Ervin 
was a glider plane instructor during most of World 
War II, and at the end of the war, he was stationed 
in Liege, Belgium.  Here he purchased the lighter, 
which he sent home to his father as a gift.  The 
initials “GPM” on the reverse of the lighter belong 
to Ervin’s father.  When the seller sent me the 
lighter, he generously included a snapshot – a 
great group photo of Ervin and some of his pals, 
grouped around a glider plane.  Ervin is the young 
gentleman on the far left in the photo.

History really comes to life when a ighter and 
its background story are connected.  And that’s what 
makes collecting fun!
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It was a very sad day when we learned our 
friend Hiroshi Kito had passed away in October 
2012. He was a wealth of Zippo knowledge and 
someone I personally turned to often for information 
and clarification. More importantly though, Hiroshi 
was a great human being. He always had a smile on 
his face to match his fun, youthful personality. He 
willingly shared his deep knowledge of Zippos and 
loved sharing stories. Because he was an artist, he 
was able to draw anything he was discussing. He 
once sent me his “wish list” of Zippo fluid cans and 
accessories and when I saw that he had hand drawn 
each item I was just amazed.

Hiroshi was loved by many of us and is sorely 
missed today. We wanted his family and especially 
his wife Tomoko to always know this and realize what 
a tremendous impact he had (and continues to have) 
on fellow Zippo collectors. We decided to contact 
Zippo airbrush artist Claudio Mazzi and discussed 
his creating a beautiful Zippo that we could present 
to Hiroshi’s wife. I talked to Claudio more than a 
year ago and today received this beautiful lighter in 
the mail. Claudio captured Hiroshi perfectly and used 
every surface of the lighter for this project. On one 
side it says “June 27th 1958 to November 15th, 2012”. 
On the other side Claudio writes “Mazzi 2013 - 1/1”.   

Thank you to Judith Sanders, Richie Weinstein 
, Rob Giarretta, Ed Pinedo, and Robin & Dana 
Baumgartner for contributing and supporting  this 
idea.

 RECEIVED FROM TATSUYA WHEN HE 
PRESENTED TOMOKO WITH THE LIGHTER!

Ira, 
        I met Tomoko tonight and she was very 
surprised and glad with the lighter! She said, 
“I want to say Thank You to all of Hiroshi’s friends.   
All were successful. Thank you so much for your 
kindness!” 
                                                           Tatsuya

“In Memory Of The World’s Leading Zippo Expert,” 
        Our Good Friend Hiroshi Kito  
            By Ira PIlossof
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patent on the hanging name ID. They all have a flint 
wheel concealed under the head. The Flint apparatus 
removes for flinting and fueling is from the belly via 
a fuel screw. The little Scotty leaning on the book is 
a MIOJ piece while the other colorful Scotty is a 
common plastic bodied Strikalite US made lighter. The 
other two minor pieces as well as the Scotty sitting 
on the ball, are unmarked and look as if they are of 
Japanese origin. The Fire hydrant involved Dog is an 
unmarked striker that, I am sure was the creation of an 
imaginative machine shop here in the good old US of 
A. I must admit, this striker dog, having his way with 
the fire hydrant is my personal favorite

One has to wonder, just how many dogs have 
adorned the dinner tables or office desks during 
the “Golden Age” (to borrow a phrase from Ira) of 
lighters.  It is certain, however, that a very impressive 
lighter collection could be made of only the “Bow 
wow” lighters. If anyone out there has “show and tell” 
doggie pieces, I would love to hear from you.

Happy lighter hunting to all and see you in Vegas, 
George

My Latest Flame by George Gynes

Those Dog-Gone Dogs...

Some time back, I wrote an article I titled the Tale 
of two dogs, in which I compared two Dachshunds, 
the Ronson Striker and an Austrian mechanical piece. 
At the time, I wondered just how many animals have 
been  memorialized by lighter companies and more 
specifically how many dogs.

Well, I first looked in Urban’s book and to my 
surprise; he chronicled some 18 figural Dogs (Not 
counting the dogs that decorated some of the pocket 
lighters). For this article I decided not to include the 
Ronson  models, for Urban covered them in great detail.

Looking around my collection that is here with 
me in Arizona, I was stunned to find 15, without 
any Ronsons. The Figural Dog lighter field runs the 
gamut; from the early Alcohol Perpetual Lighters, to 
the traditional flint wheel with removable fitment, to 
the complex mechanical action and the typical striker 
lighters!

The ”Fu Dog” lighters are an interesting lot.  The 
alcohol version is not that hard to find. Usually they 
are unmarked and it is generally agreed that they date 
from the late 1800s to the mid-1920s. Using an alcohol 
reservoir, the perpetually lit wick would be allowed 
to burn, and then the alcohol-soaked wand would be 
pulled from the head, lit by the permanent flame and 
used for lighting the cigar. Usually, the tail had a raspy 
finish to allow a match to strike it and to light it at the 
start of the day.  As I said prior, they are fairly common 
and can be found in different sizes. The other “Fu 
Dog” is much harder to find. It looks the same as the 
alcohol model, but it has a traditional, removable round 
fitment, flint lighter in its head. It has the marking of 
Erhard Company of Germany. Judging by its striker 
wand, the Scotty lying down, is an Austrian piece. The 
head tilts back, exposing the removable striker and a 
short flint strip holder. Its back opens up and becomes 
an ashtray. This lighter is unmarked and is from the 
1930s to 1940s. The two large dogs, a Scotty and an 
Airedale, are both marked Austria on their bottom and 
they are “Automatic Mechanical” lighters. The head 
is folded back and a strong spring triggered spark is 
showered on the wick. When the head is pushed back 
in its place, the trigger action is reset for the next light. 
The small Bulldogs and Doxies are all MEB lighters 
(M.E. Bernhardt) and there is a reference to a 1912 
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 The lessons learned may be:
 We think the house is secure, but is it? Do you lock 
every door and window? Do you leave keys lying 
around? Do you keep jewelry or other items of value 
in one nice box making it easy for crooks to identify 
and grab? Do you have a security system with motion 
and glass breaking detectors?
  We think we are insured, but are we? Unless you 
have a rider on your jewelry which requires appraisals 
of each piece (expensive) most insurance companies 
have a maximum of as little as $1000. Other items 
such as collectables can be claimed under personal 
items but will still require appraisals.
  We think we know the value of what we have, but 
do we? When was the last time you catalogued every 
item with value and pictures? Can you show receipts 
or other means that prove you actually owned the 
items? You may be surprised at the total replacement 
value.
  Attached are pictures of the lighters taken, a few 
of them are from archives as I did not have recent 
pictures of the actual ones. Hopefully this article will 
lead to the culprits and also an informative reminder 
to other collectors. If any of the lighters shown are 
seen at shows or anywhere please notify me. Also 
if any member has a similar lighter shown for sale 
please email me at: chrisp3@san.rr.com My next 
article will hopefully be on a lighter side. Thank you.
       

An Unfortunate lesson Learned. OR...???  
                                           By member Chris Probett

For some time our president Art Brooks has 
been hounding me to write an article for OTLS as 
he believes I have a large and unique collection of 
lighters all with an aerospace theme. Before I could 
do so however a recent event has prompted me to 
write this less than happy article in the hopes that it 
will serve as an unfortunate lesson learned to other 
members. 

We were robbed. We were only away for two 
hours at a function but enough time for thieves 
to break in and steal all my wife’s jewelry, which 
appears what they had come for. However they 
also discovered the room I display my extensive 
collection of antique tube radios and aerospace 
lighters and ashtrays. Being unable to carry too much 
and displaying a total lack of knowledge of these 
collectables they grabbed the lighters and radios they 
liked even bypassing the rarer pieces. The police 
could do little and our insurance company is less 
than sympathetic. We have now installed a state of 
the art security system although this is a little too 
late. As the bulk in value of the haul was in jewelry 
we can only hope that searching for the missing 
radios and lighters which are more distinguishable 
than the jewelry will lead the police to the culprits. 
Now comes the task of touring every pawn/antique 
shop, searching on line sites and publishing articles,

Seaplane Lighter.  
Black and chrome.  
5.5” wingspan.

Airplane Lighters.  
Chrome.   MIOJ small, 
3” wingspan.

Airplane Lighter.  Chrome.
Made in Germany.  
6” wingspan.

Airplane Lighter.  
Chrome, MIOJ.  
6” wingspan.

Airplane Lighter.  
Chrome, “Sarome”.  
6.5” wingspan.

Airplane Lighter.  
Large, Chrome.
Approx 9” wingspan.

Airplane Lighter.  
Chrome.
4” wingspan.

Stolen Lighters – Please contact Chris if found chrisp3@san.rr.com
(Note:  part of a major home robbery on 2/8/14, San Diego Police Officer Rippy)
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My Bathing Beauties      By: Art Brooks

As you can see from the photo’s I came across a box of six New Old Stock miniature lighters.   It could 
have possibly been for 12 at one time. The box is in good shape and has Japan stamped on one end and the 
number 21001 on the other end.  There are also some initials, which can no longer be read, but one of the letters 
is “M”.  Each of the small boxes inside has Japan stamped on one end.

These six lighters have two different bathing beauties per lighter, one on each side.  I believe these were 
considered “Gumball Lighters” as they were frequently given away as prizes in gumball machines and were 
to be attached to a key chain or fob.  The bottom of the lighter says simply Japan.  Some of these type lighters 
say Made in Occupied Japan on the bottom.  There are no other makers marks anywhere.  These lighters were 
made with several different manufactures names. To name a few, I have seen ASI, Empress, CMC, MP, Zenth, 
Auer and the most common being Pygmy.  Many people refer to these types of lighters in the generic sense as 
Pygmy’s.  The snuffers and flint wheels on most of these brands are the same.  You will find a slight difference 
in the fill screw, as with the Auer.  I came across these as a set and couldn’t live without them.  If you have any 
questions or comments, feel free to contact me at caymus99@sbcglobal.net
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and that is the people who are involved.  Great People, 
Great Lighters, and Great Stories.”

Jace has assisted Judith many times in the past 
with club assignments and has helped out on numerous 
occasions.  On behalf of OTLS, we thank Jace for being 
involved in the club and a great member!

Meet Jace Meabon...
Interviewed by Art Brooks

In the 
       SpotlIght

Jace works at 
Evergreen Elm INC. in 
PA.  He currently takes 
care of 3 gentlemen 
that are mentally 
challenged.  Jace has 
been a member of 
OTLS for quite some 
time.  He joined at 
the ripe old age of 17 
or 18.  His Mom is 
Linda Meabon. I think 
we all know her from 
the fabulous Zippo 
Company in Bradford, 

Be sure & check out 
Len Brunson on YouTube - great 
video he did at his shop in NY. 

You can find it by typing 
OK Cigars. 

PA and her numerous contributions as an OTLS member.  
Jace has an interesting story.  He was not allowed to 
officially start collecting lighters until he was 11 years 
old (Moms rule)!  Having said that, he actually started 
collecting his cherished Zippos when he was 7 or 8 
years old.  He only collects Zippo lighters and has seen 
a tremendous number of really neat/nice Zippos in his 
lifetime.

Jace has a collection of around 200 lighters.  
Interestingly, they are not on display but rather kept 
away in a safe place.  It was in the late 80’s he really got 
interested.  As a result virtually all his lighters are pretty 
new.  His interest is in all kinds of different designs and 
some of his favorites are Skulls, White Tigers, Bands, 
Football, Hockey, Baseball and of course NASCAR. 

He doesn’t have a favorite, as he told me he likes 
them all!  Having said that, he would really love to find 
a nice 33 Zippo.  Most of his shopping for older lighters 
is done on Ebay and in the Zippo store for newer ones.  

When asked about OTLS Jace said, “As far as 
improving the club I tend to use Facebook a lot and talk 
about Zippo and OTLS and the conventions.  I try and 
talk to people my age to get younger people interested 
in collecting.”

“I enjoy the club and seeing everyone and 
socializing at the conventions.  I like to look at the 
amazing pieces everyone has.  What I least like is the 
lack of attendance and that is why I try to get the people 
I know interested.  I do understand that moneywise 
things are tough for a lot of people though. The biggest 
benefit I get from the club is the reason why I like it 

Chairman’s Message
Continued from Page 2

There are only a limited number of members with the 
time and energy to contribute.  By consolidating the 
clubs, we strengthen the infrastructure.  Yes, we might 
have fewer total newsletters but the content would be 
exactly the same.  Whoever contributed to one or both 
newsletters could do the same for one publication.  The 
content, like the clubs would be merged.  In addition 
to a reduction in hard copy mailings, our on-line capa-
bility would further minimize cost and the amount of 
envelope stuffing.  Contrary to Ron’s assertion, there 
is no prohibition on multiple lighter gatherings.  This 
concern had been raised many times and each time had 
been steadfastly defused.  As a member of a consoli-
dated club, you would have access to any and all con-
ventions sponsored by the merged club.

Certainly, it does seem logical to have only one 
official convention but even that is not locked in stone.  
Regardless, this would not preclude members from 
holding regional or local get-togethers as often as they 
desired.  This is being done now and it was done in the 
past.  The only stipulation should be that it be held far 
enough away from the annual so as not to detract from 
participation in one major yearly convention.  This has 
been a courtesy that all clubs have honored amongst 
themselves for as long as the clubs have existed.

As far as any differing club culture, I see no sig-
nificant differences.  The clubs are made-up of mem-
bers who share a passion for lighters.  Having been a 
member of almost every lighter club known in the U.S. 
and abroad, I have seen many of the same members.  
But in all cases, they simply want to talk lighters, share 
lighters, and have fun doing it.  Both our clubs hold 
fund-raising auctions, we both have displays and ex-
hibit rooms.  OTLS has dispensed with the business 
meeting and the hospitality event is not unlike PLPG’s 
more informal social affairs.  In all cases, we spend 
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For Sale: from a former member the 
following Convention Lighters: 2000 
(Imperial Palace), 2003 (Radisson New 
Orleans) & 2004 (IP, Las Vegas).  $30 
each plus postage. All MIB.  Email or 
call Judith Sanders otls@suddenlink.net 
or 903.763.2795 9/15/13

IF YOU WANT TO SPEND AT LEAST 
$5000 AND BUY A LOT OF LIGHT-
ERS (SEVERAL DIFFERENT MANU-
FACTURERS) & YOU ARE WILLING 
TO TRAVEL, CALL OR EMAIL
JUDITH SANDERS ABOUT A COL-
LECTION. otls@suddenlink.net or 
903.763.2795 9/15/13

Wanted: Ronson and Evans Enameled 
Atomizers In excellent to mint condi-
tion.  Contact Rich Weinstein
@ info@vintagelighters.com. 9/15/13

Wanted:  Old unused lighter parts for 
American and European Lighters  pre 
1950 Contact Rich Weinstein at info@
vintagelighters.com. 9/15/13

Wanted: Enameled Evans and Ronson At-
omizers to give as a gift to Rich Weinstein.  
Contact me with photos and price. Ira Pi-
lossof at vintageltr@aol.com 9/15/13

Wanted: Articles for OTLS Newsletter.  
Any subject pertaining to lighters and/or 
tobacciana. Any language accepted.  Spe-
cialty lighters like Trench, Enameled Ital-
ian Lighters with Scenes, Erotic Lighters, 
even Butane lighters which will eventu-
ally be the new collectable. 9/15/13

Wanted:  Scriptos with dates on the dis-
play insert.  Zippo with Texas Hold-Em 
motif, mint only.  Lucite table lighters with 
liquor bottles inside.  I already have Sea-
grams VO, Crown Royal, Nikka Whisky, 
Prunnelle, Galliano, Ruskava, Chivas Re-
gal, Smirnoff, Glenlivet 12, Johnnie Walk-
er 12, Gordon’s Gin, Cutty Sark (green), 
Johnnie Walker Red.  Contact Guy Nishida 
@ 310 804-4899 (cell). 9/15/13

To The Members:  You will notice that all 
ads from previous newsletters have been 
deleted.  If you wish to run new ads, they 
will run for 2 consecutive newsletters and 
be deleted so you will need to renew the 
ads each edition.  

Classified ads
Back issues of the OTLS newsletters are
available. Issues from 1984 thru 2000 are 
$2.00 each plus postage. Articlesfrom 
2001 to present are $3.00 each. All pro-
ceeds go to the club general fund. Most 
are brand new and not copies and there 
are some fantastic articles/pictures. Con-
tact Greg Ryman at GregRyman872@
msn.com or 909.593.4413      11/15/13

FOR SALE: 2004 AND 2006 Enve-
lopes from the Zippo Swap Meets - spe-
cial U.S. POST OFFICE STAMP on the 
front. Best Offer! Judith Sanders otls@
suddenlink.net or call 903.763.2795. 
These have never been used or mailed. 
11/15/13

It is time once again to “lighten the load”.  
Lots of great old Ronson table models. 
A 1930’s Evans Trag-a-lite Set, chrome 
ashtrays  with red Bakelite details. Ev-
ans graduation lighter in a black plstic 
box shaped like a graduation hat, Tons of 
Zippos, slims and regular sizes.  Some 
Ronson made for business clients not-
for-sale-to-the-public to advertise them-
selves.  Look thru my 2nd edition book 
and pick a figure you always wanted and 
write or email me.  Urban Cummings, 
furryfeet@mindspring.net

The great lakes lighter club is planning 
a show in bradford in 2014. it will be 
sometime in July the same time as the 
case knife show. We will send the exact 
date as soon as we decide which week in 
July we want to have it. Please do what 
you can to help us promote this show in 
your respective news letters. more de-
tails well follow as we make the final 
decisions. thank you for your help in this 
matter.  tom prylinski, show chairman.
11/15/13

Wands for most Ronson Touch-Tip & 
Table Striker Lighters. Also wands for 
Austrian Striker Lighters. New & Exact 
Dimensions - Professionally made by a 
Machine Shop.  Color matched to your 
lighter to please the most discriminating 
collector. Special discounted price for 
OTLS Members @ 30.00 + 3.00 ship-
ping.  George Gynes (OTLS Member) 
e-mail gamma2002@gmail.com

For Sale: Ronson Bogi and Swank Out-
board Engine in mint condition, $300.00 
each. I can repair Zippo Cam Springs 
and  repair Trench Art Lighters. Email 
pyrotip@velocity.net or write to Tom 
Prylinski

For Sale: 2007 OTLS Convention Light-
er (Washington DC). MIB $30 (postge 
paid) Call or email Judith Sanders 
otls@suddenlink.net or 903-763-2795

Wanted:  Rube GoldbeRG table liGht-
eR.  Will buy oR tRade.  Call oR email 
Guy @ 310 804-4899 oR btRade@
Ca.RR.Com

For Sale: Cigarette 
Punch Board 11” tall 
x 6.5” wide - made 
from wood - very 
colorful. Never been 
punched. I think the 
“puncher” is still on 
the back - at least 
the piece of paper 

is still there. Best offer. Judith  Sanders 
903.763.2795 or email  judithlq@sudden-
link.net (personal email).
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I thought it might be a good idea to request from 
members who specialize in certain lighters to provide 
us with instruction booklets that would have come 
with the lighter when purchased.  Our first provider 
is Al Grosskopf who was kind enough to send me a 
copy of an early Thorens Instruction Sheet. If you 
like this type of information in your newsletter, 
please let us know and even better, please send us 
copies of your instruction sheets that you may have 
from other lighters in your collection.

The FYI File
                                                      by Rich Weinstein

Chairman’s Message
Continued from Page 10

time together.  
The major difference has always been the fact that 

OTLS has a convention dinner.  That cost is added to 
the registration cost of the show but it generates no rev-
enue. In fact, it typically justifies the hotel’s agreement 
to reduce our expenses elsewhere, ie. room rates and 
exhibit room expense. This has been a more critical el-
ement in OTLS conventions since we move the site of 
the convention and it is held in otherwise costly venues.  
My personal experience has been that the attendees of 
the PLPG shows consist of a core group.  While OTLS 
has a core group (many of them the same PLPG at-
tendees), moving the convention from site to site has 
enabled OTLS to garner some fresh participation we 
would not have otherwise.  

PLPG has not included the cost of a sit-down din-
ner in their registration but attendees nevertheless en-
joy a meal(s) together.  In this respect, compared to the 
overall cost of attendance, the convention dinner adds 
little or nothing to normal convention costs but it does 
bring all members together in a relaxed atmosphere.  
No one is haggling over a deal, running from table to 
table, manning their table or wandering in and out of 
the exhibit room.  Like the golf tournament and host 

city tours OTLS has enjoyed in the past, it is all done in 
the spirit of having fun and bonding with fellow mem-
bers.  I am a firm believer that this should be one of the 
prime directives of any club.  In any event, should a 
merger be favored by the clubs, the necessity of a con-
vention dinner can be discussed by the club officers.

Along with discussing a merger, this Board is al-
ways exploring the possibility of holding our conven-
tion jointly with a related organization, particularly to-
bacco-related.  Should anyone have a connection with 
such a club, we would be anxious to contact them.

I do believe we can build on the foundation your 
Board is creating.  But it will take a concerted effort 
by ALL of us.  If this task is left to the same members, 
most of who work full-time, the future is not as clear.  I 
also believe we can expedite the process thru a merger.  
I respectfully request that you contemplate life with 
one club and share your thoughts with your club of-
ficers.  The clock is ticking.

Guy Nishida

Guy Nishida


